


——— NEW YORK CHAPTER — AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

Our apologies for not contacting you earlier in the year for our
records show that your 1980 New York Chapter AFS dues are owing. The
dues are $2.00 for this year; however, the 1981 dues shall be $5.00
except students dues shall remain $2.00. .

The Executive Committee has adopted the policy that where a member
for the previous year has not paid current years dues but wishes to
retain membership in the succeeding year, both current and succeeding
years dues shall be payable at the same time. For example, a member has
paid 1979 dues but not 1980 dues but in March 1981 wishes to pay 1981
dues. According to the policy, he is liable for both 1980 and 1981 dues
at the same time,

In addition, the Executive Committee has established the policy that
after July 1 non-paid members will not receive mailings from th® chapter.
However, upon payment, all materials between July 1 and time of payment
shall be forwarded., According to our by-laws July 1 is the date annual
dues become payable. This policy, as does the other policy above, be-
comes effective at the annual meeting upcoming. :

Since we are tardy in notifying you, we are offering you the oppor-
tunity to pay both 1980 and 1981 dues at the same time, if you so wish,
Simply so indicate on the enclosed membership application form. Please
note any change in address or other information indicated thereon since
we wish to keep our mailing list as up-to-date as possible. ‘Any advance
payment will be kept on file so no duplicate payments are made.

[ ]

If you have paid the 1980 dues and thus we are im error, please send

the form back with a notation of that fact.

We thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

1.cS/doe . Lawrence C. Skinner
Secretary-Treasurer
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January 16, 1981

Mr. Carl Sullivan
American Fisheries Soclety
3410 Groavenor Lane
Bethesda, Maryland

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

John Grim has asked that I respond to your request for status information
on the Prattsville pumped storage power project.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) proceedings on the project
are on-going with the affirmative case being presented by the Power Authority
of the State of New York (PASNY); Dr. Edward Raney 13 now on the witness stand.
Currently there are over 70 intervenors in the proceeding; all testimony was
prefiled except documents being entered as a result of discovery procedures
or as need is generated for specific documents. The Society appears to have
three options, 1.e. (1) petition to intervene which may require investment
in a transcript but offers en opportunity to file a brief at the end of the
hearing, or (2) join another intervenor which may reduce costs but may limit
the scope of the societies input to the proceedings, or (3) not participate
in the proceeding.

On November 26, 1980, in a declaratory statement, the N.Y.S. Department
of Environmental Conservation (DEC) determined that a SPDES permit is required
for the discharge of watera to the Schoharie Reservoir but not to the Shandaken
Tunnel and thus Esopus Creek. The facility requires a Section 401 Water Quality
Certification in order to obtain a FERC license; howeaver, it appears that the
401 certification may not be ifssued due to probable non-compliance with thermal
limitations contained DEC regulations (see attached Parts 700-704), PASNY has
the option of applying for a waiver of the Part 704 thermal regulations which
may require a public hearing.

Some people you may wish to contact for more information are Gary Morgans
(tel: 202-357-8487) and David Boergers (tel: 202-357-8492) both from FERC
and Stan Bryer (tel: 212-682-2740) representing the Esopus Creek Defense Fund,
Trout Unlimited and the Theodore Gordon Flyfishers.

The New York Chapter is not entering into any action regarding the proposal
since our membership includes several {ndividuals representing both sides of
the issue, thus there may be conflict of interest problems. In addition, we
are not capsble of providing the necessary review functions except as individual
members already participating in the proceedings. We shall provide, if desired,
updates on DEC actions which may affect the proceedings.

1f we may be of further assistance, please contact us,

Sincerely,

K5 o0 Karrg -
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theyeof, all fines for violation of any of the provisions of [article
fourl ayticles eleven, thivteen and _seventy-one of the ggv;ron$en;a1
conseyvation law, a1l moneys arising out of the operatien of game farms,
£ish hatcherles and reavring stations heretefore oY hereafter acguiyved by
the state of New yovk, and frow any concessions thereen and from any
leases thereof, including moneys vecelved fron the sale thereof when
authorized by l1aw, all moneys veceived fyom leases of ventals of shell-
fish grounds in the marine distyict, and all other nmoneys ayising out of
the application of any provisions of [arvticle four] arvticles eleven,

n_and seventy-one of the enviyonmental conseyvation law and all

nelie 13 =

1] e =) <y - L O ) AUNGY 248 1) S
gg__&hg__jgn_}gg. These meneys, after appropriation by the lesislaturd,
and within the amounts set forth and for the several purposes specified,
shall be available to the [eonservation] department of gnvgxonmentgl
gonsgxuggion for the care, nanagenent., protection and enlaygement of the
fish and Lgamel wildlife vesources of the state and for the promotion of
public fishing Landl. shooting gng_g;gg;ng, In the accomplishment of
these objects the moneys made available hereunder shall®be devoted to
the purchase OFf acquisition of lands, 1ands under wateyr, waters, or
rights therein as required, to payment for personal service, for main-
tenance and operation, and for new construction and pevmanent better-
wents, and to all other proper expenses of the [conservationd department

of envixgnmgnjgl cgn;exug&;on in the agministration and enforcement of
the provisions of [article fourl articles eleven, thirteen and seventy-
one of the gny;xgnmgnig; conseyvation law.

(c) All paynents made ¢vom the conservation fund shall be made by the
depaxtment of taxation and finance after audit and upon warrant of the
comptyoller on vouchers approved by the [oonservationl commissioner of
gnu;fonmgngal ggngervaﬁggn. Aftey appropriations made available from
the conservation fund shall cease to have force and effect, any balances
remaining unexpended and not requived to meet the proper and necessary
expenses of the division of fish and wildlife shall vevert to such fund.
§ 3. This act shall take effect on the thirty-first day of January in
the year next succeeding the year in which it shall have bhecome a law.
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STATE OF NEW YORK

5201

1981-1982 Regulay Sessions

IN ASSEMBLY

Maxch 3, 19081
o ‘-__-—'-———-___

Introduced by . of A. HINCHEY — veaq once and referred to the Committee
on Ways and Meang :

AN ACT to amend the tay law ahd the state finance law, in relation to
gifts for fish ana wildlife Mmanagement :

Section 1, The fax law ig amended by adding & new section Six hundred
twenty- three to read as follows:
: (o)

hundreg fifty-thyee and Subdivision {¢) as

amended by chaptey Six hundred fifty-two of the laws of Nineteen hundreqg
sixty-nine, aye amended to yead as follows: )

(a) The conservation fund shall consist of a1} moneys belonging to

the state recelved by the [conservatlon] department vivonn ;

Seyv from the Sale of licenses foy hunting, fop trapping, and

for fishing, all Moneys veceiveq in actions fon Penalties undey LCarticle

u

v - of the v
¢onservation law, LCand subdivision (b) of Section one hundred thirty-
five of the Public health law,J oy upon the Settlement oy compromise

BXPLANﬁTION-—Mattev in dtalics (underscoved) is new; mattey in brackets
L ] is olq law to he omitted,
! LBD1-36-21-713

[
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NEW YORK CHAPTER — AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

New York Cooperative Fishery Research Unit
118 Fernow Hall, Cornell University
Ithaca, New York 18453

16 April 1981

TO: Doug Sheppard

' George Seeley
William Miller
carol Schleifer
Jim Winter
Steven Hughes

1 would Tlike to thank you for your willingness to serve as a member of the
Membership Committee of the New York Chapter, American Fisheries Society. You
are probably aware that this is one of the largest chapters of AFS at present.
The strength of the chapter and its activities are dependent upon maintaining
and hopefully increasing the number of active members. The major charge of this
committee is to recruit new members and encourage renewal by past members who've
become delinquent for whatever reason. Your contribution toward this effort
may take various forms during the coming months, and I can assure you that our

success as a committee will insure the continued vitality of. the New York Chapter
as a professional organization.

Several strategies aimed at increasing membership in the Chapter were
discussed at the recent Executive Committee meeting in Rochester. One substan-
tial tool which should help our efforts this year is a new membership brochure
which was designed last year, modified by the Excom and is presently being
prepared for printing. This brochure should be available by the time of the
Chapter sponsored workshop being held at Cornell University dJune 29-July 1, 1981.
This brochure will then be disseminated to prospective members by mailings,
meeting handouts, etc.

Perhaps the next step after we have the brochures in hand will be to
jdentify groups of individuals which we ought to be contacting about potential
membership and ways in which to do that. Suggested areas for these efforts
include: American Fisheries Society members who are not members of the New. York
Chapter, various agency or institutional groups (offices, labs, field stations,
etc.) where a number of people who ought to be but are not presently members.

(An example might be the USFWS Great Lakes Lab at Oswego where there are three
professional biologists and several technicians, none of which belong.) I'm sure
there are other groups (colleges, consulting firms, etc.) which we can identify
as having people who should be members.

The activities I envision for you as a committee member will consist of
interaction with other members of the committee 1o establish procedures, goals,






——— NEW YORK CHAPTER — AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

We appreciate your joining the New York Chapter of the American Fisheries
Society for the 1980-81 fiscal year. Please find your membership card enclosed.

We will attempt to keep you informed of pertinent events, activities and
findings of the chapter or its members via our newsletter. We hope you will
take an active interest in fostering chapter participation throughout the
coming year.

Sincerely,

Lawrence C. Skinner
Secretary-Treasurer
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MEMORANDUM

To: New York Chapter and New York State, American Fisheries Society Members
From: Joseph Gorsuch, President, New York Chapter, AFS

Re: Dingell-Johnson Expansion Bill

The American Fisheries Society needs the help of all its members now. New York
could hold the key to the ultimate success of the Dingell-Johnson Expansion
Bill effort. The D-J program began in 1950 with the implementation of the
D-J Act and has provided an average of $11.3 million per year to state

fish and wildlife agencies for developing and improving fish management
techniques, protecting aquatic habitat, providing public access to fishing
waters, and construction of new fishing lakes. This revenue is generated
from a 10% manufacturers level federal tax on sport fishing equipment.

The "D-J Expansion'" is an effort to amend the D-J Act by extending the

10% excise tax to fish hooks, fishing lines, and miscellaneous accessories,
plus a 3% manufacturers excise tax on certain recreational boats, boat

motors and boat trailers. The stakes are 80-100 million new dollars per

year for fisheries resource protection, research, and management. A

survey of the fifty state fisheries agencies, conducted by the American
Fisheries Society (1980-81), disclosed that 116.8 million additional dollars
are urgently needed annually to properly manage their recreational fisheries
resources. With the Federal Government budget cuts being passed, the need

for additional state funding is a must, if fisheries agencies are to continue
functioning. The D-J monies will help improve salt water and freshwater
angling for coastal states, such as New York.

The D-J Expansion Bills have been introduced into the House of Representatives
(H.R. 2250) and the United States Senate (S. 546), Members of Congressional
Subcommittees now hold '"life or death" influence over these Bills. For this
reason, I implore you to write New York Congressman William Carney, House
Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation and the Enviromment and
New York Senator Daniel Moynihan, Senate Subcommittee on Envirommental
Pollution. Your own message should (1) urge support for the Bill by number
(H.R. 2250 in the House and S. 546 in the Senate); (2) point out the importance
of the funding to fisheries resource protection; and (3) point out the
importance to New York and the future of sport fishing. Hand-written letters
are just as effective as those typed. Letterhead is not required, but it

is of course acceptable.



juvenile alewives show a size—related distribution pattern similar to

American ghad; the larger individuals are further downs tream. This pattern

may be due to faster grOWth in the more saline lower estuarys differential \

size~related downs tream movement, OY both. .
We hope that the presentation of these hypotheses will stimulate the

gearch for corraborative evidence.

Trawl Comparison in the Northern Newburgh Bay Area of the Hudson River

Michael Bonomo and Martin Daleys Lawler, Matusky and Skellys
Englneers, Pearl River, New York 10965

The efficlency of a 7.92-m otter trawl as a surface and mid-depith
fish sampler was compared to an 11.89-m yankee trawl. Both gear are de-
signed as bottom trawls but have been used to sample fish in the upper
water column. The fishing mouth area of the semiﬂballoon—type yankee
trawl was determined to be approximately five times that of the flat otter
trawl. The two trawls were hypothesized to be equally efficient if there
was no difference in the catch per gnit volume or size distribution of
fish collected.

yankee/otter trawls were conducted in pairs in the northern Newburgh Bay
area of the Hudson River (river km 106) during three day-night periods in
October 1979. Collections were comprised mostly of young—of—the—year white
perch, blueback herring, alewife, and American shad. The otter trawl gen-
erally collected fewer fish than the Yankee trawl, as expected; but there
were no gignificant differences (o = .05) observed for total catch per unit
yolume data or for length—frequency distributions of the major gpecies.
No consistent statistical differences (o = .05) for spatio—temporally
partitioned data were detected between the two trawls.

yertical diurnal migrations were observed for white perch and'bluebed&
herring-

- 10 -



ABSTRACTS
New York Chapter, American Fisheries Society

1981 Annual Meeting

The Lake Ontario Salmonid Sportfishery: Some Economic Research Needs

Michael P. Voiland; Sea Grant Office, State University College,
Brockport, New York 14420

The introduction and management of large numbers of artificially-
reared Pacific Salmon (Oncorhynchus), trout (Salmo) and char (Salvelinus)
in Lake Ontario by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
has resulted in the development of a popular sportfishery and growing service
industry. A review of recent research efforts indicates that the salmonid
restoration program is having major economic effects om the lakeshore com-—
munity, particularly through stimulation of the retail business sector.

A number of fertile areas for future economic research effort pertaining
to Lake Ontario's salmonid sportfishery are identified in this paper. Further
research may be needed in the:

1) calculation/estimation of community costs in support of fishery promotion,
access and development;

2) the systematic and objective valuation of the annual, lake-wide salmonid
fishing industry;

3) the projection of the economic value of a mature salmonid fishery in some
future year,

4) the determination of local economic impacts stemming from each of the
various stocked species;

5) the determination of additional economic effects as indicators of fishery
value.

It is submitted that economic data/information of these sort could improve

management agency, community and private sector business decision-making and

planning.

Lake Ontario Sport Fishery: Summary of Spring and Fall 1979 Direct Contact
Creel Census

Frank M. Panek, New York State Department of Fnvironmental Conservation,
Watertown, New York 13601

This report provides an annual summary of New York's second year of
direct contact creel census in Lake Ontario. Efforts were aimed at pro-
viding information on the geographic distributions of angling pressure and
developing estimates of total fishing effort and harvest. Two census periods,
one extending from April 4 to May 31, 1979 and a second from September 1 to
November 2, 1979, were selected to represent the major sport fishery.






1981 Annual Meeting Program

New York Chapter, American Fisheries Society

Thursday, February 12

6:00 ~ 6:45 pm
7:00 - 9:00 pm
8:00 ~ 10:00 pm
Friday, February 13

8:00 -~ 8:45 am
8:00 - 9:00 am
9:00 ~ 12:00 pm
9:00 - 9:18
9:20 - 9:38
9:40 - 9:58
10:00 - 10:18
10:20 - 10:35
10:40 - 10:58
11:00 - 11:18
11:20 - 11:38
11:40 - 11:58

12:00 - 12:45 pm

1:00 - 3:00 pm
1:00 - 1:20
1:20 - 1:40

February 12-14, 1981
Bergamo/East
Marcy, NY 13403

Supper
Registration and Mixer (BYOB)

Executive Committee Meeting

Breakfast

Registration

Paper Session I (Bob Lange, NYSDEC, Chair)

"The Lake Ontario Salmonid Sportfishery: Some Economic
Research Needs." Michael P. Voiland; Sea Grant, SUNY,
Brockport.

"Lake Ontario Sportfishery: Summary of Spring and Fall 1979
Direct Contact Creel Census.'" Frank Panek; NYSDEC, Watertown.
"Preference Assessments of Depth, Velocity and Substrate Types

for Juvenile Salmonids and Adult Blacknose Dace in Lake Ontario
Tributary Streams." J. Douglas Sheppard* and James H. Johnson;
NYSDEC, Albany.

"Autumn Movements of Lake Ontario Brown Trout." James M. Havynes
and David C. Nettles*; SUNY, Brockport.

Coffee Break

"Pre-Spawning and Spawning Behavior of Coho and Chinook Salmon
in Lake Erie." Mark N. Wenger; SUNY, Fredonia.

"Summer Distribution of Coho Salmon and Lake Trout in Lake
Erie." Robert M. Lichorat; SUNY, Fredonia.

"The New York Reservoir Releases Program and American Shad
in the Delaware River--A Preliminary Assessment of Impacts."
J. Douglas Sheppard; NYSDEC, Albany.

"Summer Food Habits of the Predominant Cyprinids of the
Salmon River System in Central New York." James H. Johnson;
NYSDEC, Albany.

Lunch

Panel Discussion: '"Environmental Contaminants and The Great

Lakes Fisheries "

Contaminant Trends in Great Lakes Fishes. Dr. Roger Armstrong;
Professor, Chemistry Department, Russell Sage College, Troy,
NY.

Contaminants and the Fishery. Mr. William Pearce; Director,
Great Lakes Program, NYSDEC, Cape Vincent, NY.



Dear Chapter Members:

The Nominating Committee of the New York Chapter, American Fisheries Society
presents the following candidates for officers. This year a new President and
Vice President will be elected. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor.
Our nominees are:

For President

Joseph W. Gorsuch

b. February 27, 1947 at Wolf Lake, Indiana. BS Purdue 1969, Wildlife Manage-
ment; MS Purdue 1973, Environmental Science. He has been employed by Eastman
Kodak, Rochester as an Aquatic Biologist for 6% years. For the N.Y. Chapter,
AFS he has served on the Membership Committee 1975, 1980; Program Committee
1976, 1980; Water Quality Committee 1979. He has been Secretary-Treasurer
1977, 1978 and Vice President (President-Elect) 1980. He is a member of the
AFS Fish Culture Section and Water Quality Section. Professional Associations:
ASTM; North American Benthological Society; Charter Member, Society of Environ-
mental Toxicologists and Chemists.

For Vice President

Steven P. Gloss

MS, South Dakota State University; Ph.D. University of New Mexico, 1977.
Presently he is Assistant Leader of the N.Y. Cooperative Fisheries Research Unit,
Cornell University, Ithaca. Research interests: status of non-game fishes in
NY, turbine mortality at low head hydropower sites, lead effects on smallmouth
bass, biomagnification of xenobiotic chemicals in aquatic microcosms. For the
NY Chapter AFS he has served on Program Committee, 1979, and Executive Committee,
1979. TFormer member of Bomneville, Upper Missouri River and Arizona-New Mexico
Chapters of AFS. He 1s a member of the AFS Fisheries Educators Section and
served on sections Nominating Committee, 1980. Presently, he is NE Division
Program Committee chairman and member of AFS Self-evaluation Committee.

James M. Haynes

b. May 8, 1951 in Hillsboro, Oregon. BS Carlton College 1973; MS Minnesota
1975, Fisheries; Ph.D. Minnesota 1978, Ecology. He is employed as Assistant
Professor of Biology at SUNY, Brockport. Research interests: fish ecology,
Lake Ontario salmonid movement and habitat preference, telemetry device effects
on fish, fisheries resource management. For the NY Chapter AFS he has served
on Professional Standards Committee, 1978, 1979, and Program Committee, 1981.
He 18 a member of AFS Committee on Certification Issues.



———— NEW YORK CHAPTER — AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Annual Dues: 1980, $2.00

1981, regular, $5.00

student, $2.00

NAME : DATE:

HOME ADDRESS*: HOME, PHONE:
BUS. PHONE:

ZIP CODE: AREA CODE:

EMPLOYER:

(SCHOOL)

JOB TITLE:

SPECTALIZATION

OR INTEREST

MAKE PAYMENT TO: N. Y. CHAPTER AFS and send to:

Lawrence C. Skinner, Sec.-Treas.
c/o Box 81, Route 43
West Sand Lake, New York 12196

*NOTE: If your name appeared in the 1979 N.Y, Chapter Membership
Directoryand there are no additions or corrections, indicate
"Same as 1979" for all information appropriate following your
name.

Please include fisheries related news of interest to Chapter
members for inclusion in the Chapter's newsletter. Your
efforts will help keep us all informed.






NEW YORK CHAPTER — AMERICAN FISHERIES SOCIETY

fgf;‘ 1981 Annual Meeting: February 12-14, 1981
S BERGAMO/EAST  (315) 865-5271
Chaminade Rd. Marcy, New York 13403 Official Use
Room No.
Name Date In
Address Date Out
City State/Zip Rate
Group American Fisheries Society Arrival Date Houxr
Car (Year/Make) Lic. No. State
Day Thurs., Fri, Sat., Totals
Date 2/12/81 2/13/81 2/14/81
Breakfast ————
Lunch ———— ——
Supper ————
Room e —
Social Hour e =
Other s
Total Paid

Thursday Arrivals Check Here (2/12/81) Time

One day's full payment must accompany the reservation. (First come, first served re:
room requests - as recelved in the mail).
PLEASE COMPLETE THE ABOVE REGISTRATION FORM, INDICATING ARRIVAL TIME AND DAY PLUS MEALS
AND SOCIAL HOUR. COMMUTERS, AS WELL AS LIVE-IN PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS, MUST PRE-REGISTER.

Rates:

Thursday Arrivalss $’4—4.60/person (includes 2 overnltes, 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch, 1
regular supper, 1 prime rib supper, and 1 soclal hour) less $5.00 if arriving
after supper.

Friday Arrivals: $26.00/person (includes 1 overnite, 1 prime rib supper, 1 breakfast,

1 lunch, and 1 soclal hour).
Commuters: $1.50/day plus meals (B-$1.65, L-$2.35, prime rib-$8.75, social hour-$1.00).

Attendees planning to bring a spouse should so note it on their registration form. Trans-
portation is available from Utica bus, airline, and train statlons; contact BERGAMO/
EAST for detalls and prices.

Mail tos Marce Turzanski Roommate Preference
BERGAMO/EAST
Chaminade Road
Marcy, New York 173403

THE ABOVE INFORMATION IS DUE AT BERGAMO/EAST BY: FEBRUARY 5, 1981
PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO BERGAMO/EAST.
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#%%1981 NYAFS ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM#**#

The success of last year's spirited panel discussion on licensing marine
anglers prompted the 1981 Program Committee to invite a distinguished panel to
discuss "Invironmental Contaminants and the Great Lakes Fisheries'. Panelists
include Dr. Roger Armstrong, NSF Visiting Scientist to NYSDEC and Professor of
Chemistry, Russell Sage College, who will discuss current contaminant levels and
trends in Great Lakes fishes; Mr. Wayne Harris, lawyer and sportsman, who will
discuss the contaminants problem from a lay-environmentalist perspective; Dr. Nancy Kim,
NY Department of Health, who will discuss the risks of Great Lakes fish consumption
to humans; Mr. William Pearce, Head NYSDEC Great Lakes Salmonid Program, who will dis-
cuss contaminants from a fishery management perspective; and Dr. Fred Coulston,
Head of Coulston International Consulting, has been invited to present a chemical
industry viewpoint of Great Lakes fishery contaminants. Dr. Steven Gloss, NY Co-
operative Fishery Unit Leader, will moderate the panel. An excellent analysis of
the Great Lakes contaminants problem — one of critical importance to New York - is
anticipated.

The 198l Evening Program will focus on "Professional Certification: Benefits

and Costs."

Mr. Carl Sullivan, Executive Director of AFS, will review the history
and present status of the AFS certification program; Mr. David McDaniel, Chairman

of the Fish Health Section Certification Committee, will discuss the successes and
problems associated with the FHS certification program; and Mr. Delano Graff, Chief
of Pennsylvania Fisheries, will discuss the benefits and drawbacks of professional
certification. The opinions of these nationally known fishery professionals will be
of great interest to all professional fishery biologists in New York.

In keeping with recent tradition, the annual meeting will also include two paper
sessions. Topics include salmonid movements in the Great Lakes, sport fishery eco-
nomics, use of PCB's to study eel life history, power plant effects on muskellunge
growth, acclimation of brook trout to acid precipitation conditions, cyprinid habitat
preference and food habits and many other subjects of interest to New York aquatic
biologists. Departing from tradition, there will be a short business meeting and a
prime rib supper.

The 1981 Program committee looks forward to bringing this program to you and
urges all NY Chapter members and other interested persons to come to the annual
meeting at Bergamo.

See you in February!



NBI

NORTHEASTERN BIOLOGISTS, INC.
P.O. Box 162, RHINEBECK, N. Y. 12572

TELEPHONE: LABORATORY & OFFICE
TRINITY 6-3983 KERR ROAD
TRINITY 6-4786 .. RHINEBECK. N. Y.

March 30, 1981

Mr. Thomas L. Chiotti
Region 7, NYS DEC
P.0.Box 1169
Cortland, NY 13045

Dear Mr. Chiotti,

I have received both your letter of March 1llth and March
13. No apélogy was necessary. L can understand your concern.
T worked for the NYS Conservation Dept. as an Aquatic Biologist
for eight years.

Answering your letter was postponed until I had a chance to
read the article you referred to by Richard L. Pycha in Vol. 37,
No. 11, Nov. 1980 Proceedings of the Sea Lamprey International
Symposium, a Special Issue of the Canadian Journal of Fisheries
and Aquatic Sciences. I not only read that article but also all
the other papers in that issue that concerned the evaluation of
lampreys as a causative agent in the lake trout decline and
subsequent increase in population in the Great Lakes. Iy comments
on the Pycha paper and some of the other papers appearing in the
same publication are as follows:

1. There were so many "ifs® and "assumptions"” in HMr. Pycha's
data and logic, that at best his conclusions would have to be
considered highly speculative.

2, Theoretic calculations, alone, are no substitute for
actual measurements, I would not base a program envolving many
thousands of dollars on such calculations from only one author.

3, All but one of the othér professionals at the Sea Lamprey
Symposium indicated that the cause of the lake trout decline could
have been either or both an increase in sea lampreys or overf{ishing
for the lake trout. The remaining author (Swanson et al) assigned
a very low percentage rate (6%) to lamprey induced mortality,
ind%catsd a natural mortality of 20 % and a harvest by fisherman
of 763 %

L. Bill Youngs concluded that in Cayuga Lake "N ampreys did
not apparently cause appreciable mortality in Lh-year-old lake
trout and older'. (What kind of "control” lake would that be if
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you suspected that lampreys were a major cause of lake trout
mortality in Seneca Laked

Tn order to scientifically determine the roll of the sea
lamprey as a mortality inducing predator, wouldn't it be desirable
to make actual estimates of the numbers of this critter in a
lake? It would require a tagging and recovery effort of some
sort. That, I realize, is a real challenge and requires some
new technology. And, may in fact.turn out to be impossible.

Tt would also be interesting to work on these questions:

1. What caused the lamprey population in the Great Lakes
to suddenly increase?

2. What are the natural predators and diseases that limit
lamprey populations in New York vaters? {Lamsa et al in the
above proceedings stated,"Developement of alternate and
supplemental control methods are essential since chemicals
cannot be used indefinitely.”)

3., Would it not be just as fruitful in Seneca Lake to
greatly increase the stocking of lake trout and see if the
incidence of scarring decreases as the lake trout population
increases? It would take the Department off the "hook' with
the sportsmen and certainly produce as much new information as
a lampricide treatment that is also aimed at reducing the
incidence of scarring on lake trout. It would also placate
thel”envircnmentalists“ and produce more lake trout for the
angler,

If I were the present Commissioner of Conservation, 1
think I would consider this later alternative, accompanied by
an effort to obtain good population estimates of the lake
trout as the years go by. I would also release at least a
small amount of money to investigate methods of catching -
parasitic stages of the sea lamprey in Seneca Lake at the same
time. If successfull, a program could be started to obtain
more accurate estimates of the lamprey population. More data
on the ability of lake trout to survive lamprey attacks would
be desirable.

In the meantime, you may wish to consider presenting a
motion at the next Annual Meeting of the NY Chapter of the AFS
to rescind or modify the 1978 action that allows the Executive
Committee to make a position statement.

Tt goes without saying, however, that any statement by the
Executive Committee will never satisfy all the members. But, is
that really of concern? All the motions passed at our meetinegs
are valid if a majority of the members present agree and. vote ‘in
the affirmative (with the exception of those few instances that
require a 2/3 vote). That means that up to 49 % may disagree.
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I would hazzard a guess that there are a number of peopkecin
the Conservation Department who agree with the Executive
Committee's statement about the proposed lampricide treatment
in Seneca Lake. )

Your letter of March llth may turn out to be the

catalyst that produces some very important answers relative
to lake trout and lampreys in New York State.

Sincerely Yo%jﬁ’
.‘-“ ‘.r N~

7l
] WA
cC / John S, Grim
C. Creech S
K. Wich (/;
B. Shupp
S. Gloss
P, Neth
T, Jolliff
W. Pearce
C. Widmer
E. Holmes
B, Griffin
J. Gorsuch
L, Skinner
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